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Presents now this Revolution And Its Past: Identities And Change In Modern Chinese History (Mysearchlab
Series For History) By R. Keith Schoppa as one of your book collection! But, it is not in your bookcase
compilations. Why? This is guide Revolution And Its Past: Identities And Change In Modern Chinese
History (Mysearchlab Series For History) By R. Keith Schoppa that is given in soft documents. You can
download and install the soft data of this incredible book Revolution And Its Past: Identities And Change In
Modern Chinese History (Mysearchlab Series For History) By R. Keith Schoppa currently as well as in the
link supplied. Yeah, various with the other individuals that try to find book Revolution And Its Past:
Identities And Change In Modern Chinese History (Mysearchlab Series For History) By R. Keith Schoppa
outside, you could get much easier to position this book. When some people still walk right into the
establishment as well as browse the book Revolution And Its Past: Identities And Change In Modern
Chinese History (Mysearchlab Series For History) By R. Keith Schoppa, you are right here just stay on your
seat as well as obtain guide Revolution And Its Past: Identities And Change In Modern Chinese History
(Mysearchlab Series For History) By R. Keith Schoppa.

From the Back Cover

Chapter 2 has been substantially reorganized to explore more fully the “genius” of the Chinese imperial●

system that gave rise to the wealth and power of the Chinese state in the mid-to-late eighteenth century and
to its admiration and acclaim in the West at the time. 
Chapters 19 and 20 have been completely reorganized in response to readers’ suggestions: ●

Chapter 19 now focuses on the economic reforms since 1980 and their many social, economic, political,❍

cultural, and environmental ramifications, allowing students to concentrate on the economic changes of
the reform period rather than mixing these changes with other developments chronologically in two
chapters as the second edition had done. 
Chapter 20 analyzes the political, diplomatic, and cultural developments of the reform period, with❍

special focus on the 2008 summer Olympic Games in Beijing, the spectacular success of which marked
a milestone in China’s international reputation.

Reflects the most recent scholarship throughout the text.●

About the Author
R. Keith Schoppa, Loyola College in Maryland

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

In October and November 2000 the central Chinese coastal city of Hangzhou sponsored an international fair.
Named the West Lake Millennial Exposition for the city's most famous tourist attraction, it was designed to



showcase the new China in its international contexts. In the midst of China's emergence as a growing world
power, the exposition and its environs pointed to China's profusion of political and economic identities at the
opening of the twenty-first century. Though there were several sites in the city where exposition events were
held, the center of the fair was a new spectacularly modern stadium whose design reminded the onlooker of
two enormous bridgeheads—and almost symbolically of the passage to a new China. The stadium complex
included a hotel and huge glistening shopping emporiums. Yet little more than a decade ago the stadium site
was rice paddies—so rapid has been the city's modernization. For all the glitz of the stadium, streets within a
block were lined with the hovels of workers. The shopping emporiums stocked the latest in brand names
from the West—clothing, cosmetics, and all manner of consumer products, while the overwhelming aroma
emanating from the woks of street peddlers, like that of a century ago, was the pungent smell of chou doufu
or stinky tofu. Though China persists in calling itself Communist, all the money for the exposition came not
from the government or party but from private sources. The exposition trumpeted the international context of
China's growing modernity (no fewer than thirty-one Italian furniture makers were on hand, for example),
yet at two archives I was denied access to materials because I was a waiguoren (foreigner). China is moving
into the modern world with such speed that it is understandable that there are inevitable time warps. But such
anomalies point to the transcendent questions of what China is and where China is going. These questions
are crucial to us because in the twenty-first century China is a significant player in world affairs; of we hope
to deal intelligently with China and its people, we must understand their past and present.

It is a truism (though one frequently forgotten in the presentist American culture) that one cannot understand
the present and its identities without understanding the past. Many Chinese today are acutely aware of their
past—as individuals, as country, and as culture. Even popular culture in the last years of the twentieth
century celebrated the link between past and present. The hugely popular "Heirs of the Dragon" by rock star
Hou Dejian pointed to the power of the dragon, the symbol of traditional Chinese civilization, over today's
Chinese:

Under the claws of this mighty dragon I grew up
And its heir I have become.
Like it or not—
Once and forever, an heir of the dragon.

But what has it meant and what does it mean for the Chinese to be "heirs of the dragon"? What does it
signify for the world entering the new century? This book, which is comprehensive in scope, explores these
questions and examines the fundamental aspects and developments of the Chinese past. I have used the broad
and important theme of "identities" to help shape much of the presentation—analyzing traditional identities
under the "dragon" and various modern identities that its heirs have tried to shape or have experimented
with. It is a natural theme given the fact that the discourses of history and identity both attempt to delineate a
meaningful past for a particular present. Further, in the making of history, individual and state actions
depended in large part on how individual and state perceived their identities and how they were perceived by
others with whom they had to interact.

This study begins in the last two decades of the reign of one of China's greatest emperors, the Qianlong
emperor (1736-1795). While early textbooks of "modern" China often treated the salvoes of the Opium War
(1839-1842) as the beginning of the "modern" period, recent work has shown that important changes
foreshadowing developments in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries were underway in the late eighteenth
century. Thus a date (though somewhat arbitrary) around 1780 seems to make historical sense. Starting then,
when Chinese wealth and power were perhaps at their imperial peak, also provides us with a baseline of sorts
to provide important context for understanding China's rapid decline in the nineteenth and part of the
twentieth century. In that period of decline and throughout its twentieth century revolution, one of the most
important problems facing individual Chinese and China as a nation was choosing appropriate political,



social, cultural, and economic identities as contexts and situations changed.

Above all, this is a story of men and women whose choices shaped modern Chinese history in the often-
startling directions it seemed to lurch. It is a dramatic story filled with some triumph but more often than not
tragedy. It is a tale frequently bloody and violent, alternately soaring with hope and plunging into bleak
despair. It compels our interests both as a history of an ancient civilization developing into a modern nation-
state and as an account of how the heirs of the dragon have struggled and are continuing to work to find their
identity in the modern world.

I would like to thank Dilip Basu of the University of California, Santa Cruz, Victor Xiong of Western
Michigan University, Winston W. Lo of Florida State University, Deborah Buffton of the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse, Madeline Hsu of San Francisco State University, and Prasenjit Duara of the
University of Chicago, who reviewed earlier versions of the manuscript for this book, for their helpful
suggestions. R. Keith Schoppa
Baltimore, Maryland
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Chapter 2 has been substantially reorganized to explore more fully the “genius” of the Chinese imperial●

system that gave rise to the wealth and power of the Chinese state in the mid-to-late eighteenth century and
to its admiration and acclaim in the West at the time. 
Chapters 19 and 20 have been completely reorganized in response to readers’ suggestions: ●

Chapter 19 now focuses on the economic reforms since 1980 and their many social, economic, political,❍

cultural, and environmental ramifications, allowing students to concentrate on the economic changes of
the reform period rather than mixing these changes with other developments chronologically in two
chapters as the second edition had done. 
Chapter 20 analyzes the political, diplomatic, and cultural developments of the reform period, with❍
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In October and November 2000 the central Chinese coastal city of Hangzhou sponsored an international fair.



Named the West Lake Millennial Exposition for the city's most famous tourist attraction, it was designed to
showcase the new China in its international contexts. In the midst of China's emergence as a growing world
power, the exposition and its environs pointed to China's profusion of political and economic identities at the
opening of the twenty-first century. Though there were several sites in the city where exposition events were
held, the center of the fair was a new spectacularly modern stadium whose design reminded the onlooker of
two enormous bridgeheads—and almost symbolically of the passage to a new China. The stadium complex
included a hotel and huge glistening shopping emporiums. Yet little more than a decade ago the stadium site
was rice paddies—so rapid has been the city's modernization. For all the glitz of the stadium, streets within a
block were lined with the hovels of workers. The shopping emporiums stocked the latest in brand names
from the West—clothing, cosmetics, and all manner of consumer products, while the overwhelming aroma
emanating from the woks of street peddlers, like that of a century ago, was the pungent smell of chou doufu
or stinky tofu. Though China persists in calling itself Communist, all the money for the exposition came not
from the government or party but from private sources. The exposition trumpeted the international context of
China's growing modernity (no fewer than thirty-one Italian furniture makers were on hand, for example),
yet at two archives I was denied access to materials because I was a waiguoren (foreigner). China is moving
into the modern world with such speed that it is understandable that there are inevitable time warps. But such
anomalies point to the transcendent questions of what China is and where China is going. These questions
are crucial to us because in the twenty-first century China is a significant player in world affairs; of we hope
to deal intelligently with China and its people, we must understand their past and present.

It is a truism (though one frequently forgotten in the presentist American culture) that one cannot understand
the present and its identities without understanding the past. Many Chinese today are acutely aware of their
past—as individuals, as country, and as culture. Even popular culture in the last years of the twentieth
century celebrated the link between past and present. The hugely popular "Heirs of the Dragon" by rock star
Hou Dejian pointed to the power of the dragon, the symbol of traditional Chinese civilization, over today's
Chinese:

Under the claws of this mighty dragon I grew up
And its heir I have become.
Like it or not—
Once and forever, an heir of the dragon.

But what has it meant and what does it mean for the Chinese to be "heirs of the dragon"? What does it
signify for the world entering the new century? This book, which is comprehensive in scope, explores these
questions and examines the fundamental aspects and developments of the Chinese past. I have used the broad
and important theme of "identities" to help shape much of the presentation—analyzing traditional identities
under the "dragon" and various modern identities that its heirs have tried to shape or have experimented
with. It is a natural theme given the fact that the discourses of history and identity both attempt to delineate a
meaningful past for a particular present. Further, in the making of history, individual and state actions
depended in large part on how individual and state perceived their identities and how they were perceived by
others with whom they had to interact.

This study begins in the last two decades of the reign of one of China's greatest emperors, the Qianlong
emperor (1736-1795). While early textbooks of "modern" China often treated the salvoes of the Opium War
(1839-1842) as the beginning of the "modern" period, recent work has shown that important changes
foreshadowing developments in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries were underway in the late eighteenth
century. Thus a date (though somewhat arbitrary) around 1780 seems to make historical sense. Starting then,
when Chinese wealth and power were perhaps at their imperial peak, also provides us with a baseline of sorts
to provide important context for understanding China's rapid decline in the nineteenth and part of the
twentieth century. In that period of decline and throughout its twentieth century revolution, one of the most



important problems facing individual Chinese and China as a nation was choosing appropriate political,
social, cultural, and economic identities as contexts and situations changed.

Above all, this is a story of men and women whose choices shaped modern Chinese history in the often-
startling directions it seemed to lurch. It is a dramatic story filled with some triumph but more often than not
tragedy. It is a tale frequently bloody and violent, alternately soaring with hope and plunging into bleak
despair. It compels our interests both as a history of an ancient civilization developing into a modern nation-
state and as an account of how the heirs of the dragon have struggled and are continuing to work to find their
identity in the modern world.

I would like to thank Dilip Basu of the University of California, Santa Cruz, Victor Xiong of Western
Michigan University, Winston W. Lo of Florida State University, Deborah Buffton of the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse, Madeline Hsu of San Francisco State University, and Prasenjit Duara of the
University of Chicago, who reviewed earlier versions of the manuscript for this book, for their helpful
suggestions. R. Keith Schoppa
Baltimore, Maryland
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Five Stars
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Dense but worthwhile
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I would like to thank Dilip Basu of the University of California, Santa Cruz, Victor Xiong of Western
Michigan University, Winston W. Lo of Florida State University, Deborah Buffton of the University of
Wisconsin-La Crosse, Madeline Hsu of San Francisco State University, and Prasenjit Duara of the
University of Chicago, who reviewed earlier versions of the manuscript for this book, for their helpful
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