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Ever wondered what it would be like to finish school early and head off into the wider world
in search of adventure? Well, this is exactly what Arthur decides to do.
Though happy and content in the stillness and quiet of his home surroundings, Arthur's return is a tale of a
young man's journey of exploration and self-discovery. A story that reflects on a life so far and of the
youthful curiosity, thought and fascination with the diverse people he meets and the relationships he forms.

A must read for young aspiring adventurers!
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charming book, gently written
By C&S
This is certainly an unusual book in these days of Thrillers, Spies, and Counter-Terrorism!! Arthur's story is
quietly, almost poetically written with a believable, natural rhythm, like life really is. It's odd that other
reviews mention "leaves school early" as if it's an achievement. I gather, from his seeing his friends who are
still IN school & looking at University: he dropped out. He left. (That's fine but an incomplete education is
not a brilliant plot point.) More important is what's the right choice for Arthur, it's probably not Univ life as
he finds the work with his uncle, outdoors, gaining confidence and learning about himself that summer.
Frankly, my favorite part of the book with charming character development and small details like the buoy
"ferry signal" across the lake. Really delightful.
Arthur goes to Europe with a duffel and guitar and meets characters, hears various chatter & diatribes, he
takes it all in. Way leads on to way, and instead of a summer trip he's still there when Spring rolls around and
his new friends bring him along to do the Camino de Santiago (walk across Spain). There's more, and more,
the way life happens, especially if you're not much of a planner and you have no obligations. Things unfold,
he listens, learns some things, rejects other things. It IS a good read, just be aware of other people's use of the
word "ADVENTURES!" If you've traveled long term, if you've backpacked -- this will resonate soundly
with you.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Brilliant!
By Meghan
Duncan Wallace’s book, ‘Arthur’s Return’ is one of those literary gems that serve as a delightful surprise
that you encounter quite rarely. It surprises us with its quality, its wit, and its heart—it is the kind of book
that will haunt you days after reading it.

The plot of ‘Arthur’s Return’ may be so familiar and simple—a young man who suddenly decides to do what



so many of us only “fantasize” about doing during all those hours we’re bored in a place: to go out and just
explore the world at large, relishing the moments of meeting other people, and learning a lot in the process.
The deceptively simple plot turns out to be one rich with possibilities, as author Duncan Wallace deftly
succeeds in crafting a tale that is at turns beguiling and evocatively profound.

Duncan Wallace’s writing reminds me of early David Mitchell, back in those distant halcyon days of ‘Black
Swan Green’, or even of Ian McEwan in ‘First Love, Last Rites’. But Duncan, of course, has his own literary
style—he has that distinct flourish, that grace and confidence informed by erudition and an emphatic
understanding of humanity in all its shades of gray. Let me suffice it to say that ‘Arthur’s Return’ is simply a
must-read—fans of top-notch literature must get a copy of this book. A well-deserved five-star rating for this
one.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
An adventure
By dorcas
This was an exciting book to read. Quite the adventure I must add. This book being on the adventure of
“Arthur”. It definitely lived up to its expectation. The buildup of the story was amazing and refreshing. The
content was original and authentic in a way I loved and laughed and enjoyed. As a matter of fact, I feel like I
have lived a boring life and I definitely need to start exploring the world. The author was very deliberate
with his choice of words especially using descriptive words as it helped me imagine every scene in such a
powerful way. This is definitely a book that I can give a second read. The characters were also well
developed and I loved interacting with them in the book. This book is a must read for the adventurous souls
and essentially those that love and enjoy a good read. You won’t regret it.
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